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The Old Listening Library

The ESL classroom was stocked with 
expensive cd’s, dvd’s, video tapes, and 
cassettes.

Materials became outdated quickly.



The  Modern Listening Library

Does not rely on disks or cassettes

Depends on authentic materials 

Millions of up-to-date listening materials 
are easy to find, easy to use, and free.



Podcasts, Itunes, and Ipods

Podcasts are free audio or video files

They range from news, advice, to 
cooking lessons.  

Each podcast can last from a few 
minutes to more than an hour.

Podcasts are single files or a 
subscription to a series of files.



Podcasts, Itunes, and Ipods

Itunes is a free computer program 
created by Apple to store, access, or 
buy music and video files.



Podcasts, Itunes, and Ipods

Ipods are portable devices to take 
Itunes information on the go.

Ipod is only one brand of media player 
on the market.

Ipods are not free.



Downloading Itunes and 
Podcasts

Podcasts can be downloaded from 
iTunes or websites.

Itunes has the largest collection of 
podcasts.

The free download is available at 
http://www.apple.com/itunes

Use Itunes to download and play all 
podcasts.

http://www.apple.com/itunes


Podcasts in the Classroom

Podcasts specifically for ESL

Podcasts applicable in the ESL 
classroom



English as a Second Language 
Podcast (USA)

Audio file, 10-15 minutes long

Topics focus on life skills such as:  medication, road 
signs, or divorce.

A slow dialogue is presented with plenty of 
colloquialisms followed by a discussion

Transcripts, vocabulary, comprehension questions 
and more are for sale on the website.

www.eslpod.com

Classroom application

http://www.eslpod.com/


Splendid Speaking (UK)

Audio file, 10-15 minutes long

Advanced student speakers practice formal 
speaking techniques.  The narrator gives 
feedback.

The focus is on conversation skills and 
methods.

Free Vocabulary and comp. questions are 
available through www.splendidspeaking.com

Classroom application

http://www.splendidspeaking.com/


BBC Grammar Challenge

Audio file, 10-15 minutes long

A student is challenged to answer listening 
questions on grammar.

A short grammar topic is also presented

The website has free supplementary materials.

Classroom application



Voice of America Special English

Audio and video

5-30 minutes

News Stories

Classroom Application

www.voanews.com/specialenglish

http://www.voanews.com/specialenglish


General Podcasts for ESL Learners

Video file, 1-5 minutes long

Howcast teaches life skills with simple steps 
such as doing laundry or losing weight.

Classroom Application

www.howcast.com

http://www.howcast.com/


NPR:  National Public Radio

This I Believe, 10-15 min.

Audio file

Classroom Application

www.thisibelieve.org

Story Corps, 3-10 min.

Audio file

Classroom Application

www.storycorps.org

http://www.thisibelieve.org/
http://www.storycorps.org/


Benefits of Podcasts

Free program download and free audio 
and video files.

An Ipod or the Internet is not necessary 
for playing the files

This new medium is popular with more 
topics added all the time

You can make your own!


